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The 
Spastics 
Society 


Spastics Society 


MR James Loring leaves the Direc- 
torship of The Spastics Society, 
which he has held for 13 years, at 
the end of March 1980, to devote 
himself to the work of The Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy Society, of 
which he is President. 

Mr Loring joined The Spastics Society 
as Treasurer in 1960 and later became 
Director. His directorship was one of 
expansion and under his leadership the 
“Save a Baby” campaign was launched 
with its aim of preventing the needless 
death and handicapping of babies in this 
country. 

Mr Loring holds a number of voluntary 
positions in the field of handicap. He is 
Chairman of the Health and Handicaps 
Group of the National Council of Social 
Service, a member of the Assembly of 
Rehabilitation International, and Vice- 


pleasure.” 


Right: Timothy Joyce had the shortest citation of 
all the Award finalists, but his achievements are so 
great that they won him the £50 second prize. Not 
only independent and courageous but generous, too, for 
when asked what he would do with his prize money, 
Timothy, whese mother died two years ago, said: “Save 


it and give my Dad a holiday.” 
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- BRITAIN’S bravest boy, Paul Taylor, receives his 
silver cup from Lady Airey at The Spastics Society's 
Special Achievement Award. Lady, Aixey, widow of 
the assassinated MP, Airey Neave, declared: “My hus- 
band used to say ‘Courage be thy watchword,’ and 
looking round the room I see round me people who 
have had that as their motto. Those with handicaps 
have shown great courage and so too have those who 
helped them, and the rewards haye been very great. 


“We are lucky to meet you—it is a wonderful 


irector leaves 


Chairman of the Centre on Environment 
for the Handicapped. He was awarded the 
CBE in the 1979 New Year’s Honours List 
for his services to handicapped people. 

Commenting on his departure, Mr 
Loring said: “I shall be very sad to leave 
the Society after nearly 20 years’ service, 
but the prospect of embarking on new 
projects overseas is very exciting. The 
International Society has a very close 
relationship with The Spastics Society, 
which is its constituent body in England 
and Wales,” 

The International Cerebral Palsy 
Society, an independent organisation, was 
founded in Dublin in 1969, to carry on the 
work of the former World Commission for 
Cerebral Palsy. It has a membership 
embracing some 60 countries. Mr Loring 


is its first President not to be a medical 
doctor and the first Englishman to hold the 
position. 


awards. 


First prize went to 
Paul Taylor, aged 14, 
of Cambridge, who 
fought back from 
appalling injuries 
caused in a road acci- 
dent. He got the Silver 
Cup and £250. 


Second prizewinner was 
Timothy Joyce, 13, from 
Manchester, born with 
massive birth defects which 


@ James Loring, CBE 


THE tears, pain, dashed hopes and hours of vigil 
were forgotten when 10 of. the bravest children 
in Britain attended the Special Achievement 
Award ceremony at The Spastics Society’s Lon- 
don headquarters on January 30. Their families, 
friends and a large Press corps heard Society 
Chairman Dorrien Belson read out the citations 
of courage that had brought the children from 
all over the country. 
amazement and admiration at the extent of 
suffering endured and strength of character 
shown, but it was essentially a happy occasion 
as the children went forward to receive their 


There were gasps of 


he has battled to overcome. 
He was presented with a 
cheque for £50. 


It was impossible for the 
judges to separate the 
claims of Dayid Ruston, 
aged eight, from Essex, and 
Dayid Bundy, 13, from 
Middlesex, for third prize. 
One of the judges, Mr J. 
B. Whalley, Director and 
Deputy General Manager 
of Dewhursts the Butchers, 


the firm which sponsors the 
Award, immediately 
offered an extra third prize 
of £25. Both boys, who 
are multiply handicapped 
by cerebral palsy, were 
named joint third prize- 
winners. 

It was the seventh 
Achievement Award, but 
the first that had been 
opened to include children 
with handicaps other than 
cerebral palsy. 

Mr Belson said: ‘The 
response was overwheim- 
ing—we had no idea at the 
time how many entries we 
would receive — in the 


Continued on Page 6 
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National 
tour for 
aids show 


THE . Spastics Society’s 
Visiting. Aids Centre has 
been refitted and is. now 
set for another year’s tour. 
The London boroughs of 
Harrow and Hounslow 
are the first on the list, and 
other spring visits include 
Redhill, Guildford and 
Aldershot. 

The VAC Unit will be 
sited outside Westminster 
Abbey (in the Sanctuary) 
from February 18 to 
February 22. 

The project has been 
organised since 1971 by 
The Spastics Society and 
is now financed by the 
Department of Health and 
Social Security. They are 
concerned that thousands 
of people, suffering from a 
variety of handicaps, do 
not know of the existence 
of many aids and services 
that are available to help 
them and make life easier. 

Visits to Reading, Bas- 
ingstoke and Winchester 
are scheduled for April and 
May, and the VAC unit 
will be in Portsmouth, 
Bognor Regis and East- 
bourne during June and 
July. 

The August tour in- 
cludes Gloucester, Chelten- 
ham, Malvern and Worces- 
ter; places to be visited in 
September and October are 
Leominster, Leamington 
Spa, Shrewsbury and 
Oswestry. 

Stafford is the venue for 
November and the unit 
will be in Coventry in 
December. 

Further inquiries to the 
VAC Officer, The Spastics 
Society. Tel 01-636 5020. 


TAILOR-MADE FOR 
THE SPASTIC CHILD 


The Avon comes in three different sizes, with a choice of 
chassis - for indoors or outdoors, pusher or self-_ 


propelling. 


Tilt angle is adjustable up to 35°, footrest extendable to 


ey aon length. 


ong list of accessories fits the chalr to the child - 


including velcro-attached side 


anels and shoulder 


wings, hammock seat, hydrocephalic back, moulded tray. 


rite for full details to: 


a SERVICE 


Dept N31/SN 

Freepost (no stamp required) 
Salisbury SBI 2YZ 
Telephone 0722/20441 
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WINDOW 
ON WALES 


by Emlyn Davies 


They rally to help 
cash-crisis centre 


SWANSEA and_ District 
Spastics Association and 
its “Longfields” centre has 
a long history of services to 
spastic people in Swansea. 
The Association has been 
in existence for over 25 
years and the good people 
of Swansea have seen to it 
that the services which 
they have provided have 
been paid for partly out of 
voluntary subscriptions and 
partly by good per capita 
grants from the local 
authority. 

However, despite an in- 
crease of over £200 per per- 
son per year by the local 
authority — a magnificent 
gesture in view of the finan- 
cial contraints upon them 
— the Association is now 
in severe financial difficul- 
ties. Two of the major con- 
tributing factors are the tre- 
mendous increase in the 
cost of transport and cen- 
tral heating. 

The Association’s chair- 
man and officers have made 
three appeals on local radio 
and have also had good 
coverage by both Wales’s 
national newspaper, the 
Western Mail, and the local 
Evening Post. However, it 
would seem that the short- 
fall during the year to end 
in April, 1980 will be of the 
order of £15,000. - 

_A complicating factor has 
been a request by the Variety 


Reward for 
service 

MRS Nora Evans has worked 
as an executive committee 
member with the Pontypridd 
Group since its formation over 
20 years ago. She is a stal- 
wart committee member and is 
a magnificent fundraiser. In 
addition to the time = and 
energy that she devotes to 
spastic people, she is also 
involved in many other facets 
of community work in the 
Pontypridd area. 

As a result of faithful ser- 
vice given over many years, 
Mrs Evans was awarded the 
BEM in the New Year 
Honours List. All of us con- 
gratulate her on an honour 
well earned. 


Sad loss for 
South Wales 


‘ALL of us in the movement in 
South Wales, and members of 
the Pontypridd group were 
saddened to hear of the sudden 
death of Mr Alun Jones who 
had been secretary of the 
group for five years. Mr Jones 
worked hard ‘and conscienti- 
ously for the group besides 
being involved in other com- 
munity projects, and he will be 
sorely missed. 


| 


Club of Great Britain for the 
return of a bus presented to 
the association when it was 
responsible for a number of 
disabled schoolchildren. But 
since these children are now 
educated by the local authority, 
under the Variety Club’s rules, 
the bus must now be returned, 
This means that the Swansea 
Group has had to order a 
coach now for delivery in 13 
months’ time, at a cost nearing 
£12,000. 

Every effort is being made 
to publicise the group’s posi- 
tion, and we would like to 
wish Swansea every success in 
raising the necessary capital to 
continue the invaluable ser- 
vices at Longfields. 


Welcome 
Council 
cut-hacks 


COUNCIL — cut-backs 
with a_ difference in 
Swansea are directly 
aimed at the local spas- 
tics centre of Longfields, 
West Cross, and they do 
not mind at all. For the 
cut, it is hoped will be 
made in the weight of 
four Swansea City 
Councillors who have 
embarked on a_ spon- 
sored slim with the idea 
that the pounds they lose 
will be converted in £’s 
for the centre. 

Thecouncillors, 
Byron Owen, Colin 
Hammacott, Adrian Os-. 
borne and Pafrick Mor- 
gan, have six weeks to 
lose between one and 
two stone, and one man 
in particular is de- 
lighted. Colin Breen runs 
the City’s gymnasium 
and he has been chosen 
to supervise the spon- 
sored slim. He said: 
“Pye always wanted to 
get my hands on coun- 
cillors. I'm going to 
make the most of it. PH 
give them hell. ll get 
them down.” 

No change in council 
deliberations is envis- 
aged however — they 
will be as weighty as 
ever. 


New Town homes 


HOMES § specifically 


designed for the physi- 
cally handicapped are 
in the pipeline for Tel- 
ford, Shropshire, New 
Town. 

Telford Develop- 
ment Corporation has 


THE DISABLED PRINTSHOP 
FOR alt your printing requirements: Business cards, 
Letterheads, Dance tickets, Compliment slips, Invoices, 


| Rubber stamps and pads, Duplicate pads/books, Gold- 
| print cards, Personalised playing cards, etc, ete, etc. 
| Special discounts to Schools, Clubs, Chur i 


ties, ete. 
102 Chamberlayne Road, Londen NW10. 
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Medical research: 
solving problems, 
saving lives... 


WAY back in 1960 Dr 
Eva Alberman was 
looking for a part-time 
post which fitted in 
with her young family. 
Her preference was for 
a research post con- 
cerning children which 
combined her speci- 
ality which was epi- 
demiology, and so the 
setting up of the 
Paediatric Research 
Unit. under Professor 
Polani came as a fortu- 
nate coincidence. 


Now 20 years later, 
Eva is herself a Pro- 
fessor, responsible for 
the setting up of her 
Department of Epi- 
demiology, a joint 
teaching and research 
unit shared between 
the London Hospital 
and Barts. She is the 
newest member to join 
the 14-strong Medical 
Advisory Committee 
of The Spastics Society. 

Twenty years ago the 
first research project Dr 
Alberman undertook was 
for The Spastics Society —- 


* a comparison of birth fac- 
-tors in children 


later 
diagnosed as spastic — a 


- retrospective study match- 
‘ing birthweights with. a 
- control ‘group of normal 


children born at the same 
time. Even at that time, 
says Professor Albzerman, 
‘there was a growing aware- 
ness of the link between 
handicap and “small fox 
dates” babies. 


Grant 


Her research into the 
causes of cerebral palsy 
continues today thanks to 
a supplementary grant 
from The Spastics Society 
of £18,000 to carry on a 
depth study withia the 
South East. Thames 
Regional Health Authority 
begun some two to three 
years ago. 

“We're looking to zee if 
we can collect all the cases 
of cerebral palsy which 
have occurred in the region 
since 1970, and see whether 


approved plans for 53 
homes to be built for, 


and managed by, the 
Habinteg Housing 
Association Ltd, with 
financial backing from 
the Housing Corpora- 
tion. 

They will be sited at 
Leegomery, Telford’s 
latest and most compre- 
hensive housing area in 
the north of the 30-square 
mile town. 

Habinteg was formed in 
1971 with the encourage- 
ment and sponsorship of 


there has been any change 
in pattern and how many 
cases might be prevented 
in future,” explains Profes- 
sor Alberman. 


‘Slow slog 


Epidemiology, as Pro- 
fessor Alberman explains, 
is the systematic study of 
factors involved in the 
incidence of death or 
disease. It isn’t among the 
more dramatic kinds of 
research. It’s a siow slog 
based .on public health 
statistics and medical 
records and nothing to do 
with marvellous overnight 
discoveries. 

“You hardly ever make 
a monumental break- 
through,” says Professor 
Alberman. “It’s more a 
gradual proving of what 
people already suspect. 
But it’s nice to coniirm 
theories and get things out 
of the way. 

“Professor Polani always 
describes what we’re doing 


for ‘handicapped families’ — 


The Spastics Society. 


Habinteg’s concern is to | 


ensure that housing for the 
disabled is not isolated 
from the community be- 
cause of its “special” 
nature. 

A spokesman stressed 
that the importance of the 
scheme was that it was for 
family dwellings. “It will 
provide for the 4-6 person 
household in which only 
one member is_ handi- 


capped,’ "he said. 


The 14 dwellings 
designed for full wheel- 
chair use will be inter- 
spersed with the remainder 
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Professor Eva Aibertaan 


as a nibling away at the 
edges.. And were cer- 
tainly preventing deaths 
which in itself is gratify- 
ing,” says Professor Alber- 
man. Women are much 
healthier than they were 


20 years ago, she feels, 
thanks to both health 
education and better 
nutrition. Birth control, 


too, has made a valuable 
contribution towards better 
maternal and child health. 
“People used to unwillingly 
have eight or nine child- 
ren. You don’t sce that 
any more,” she comments. 


Low weight 


“But we still don’t fully 
understand the causes of 
low _ birthweights. We 
don’t really know why it 
happens, but these babies 
do die much more often 
and are more often handi- 
capped.” 

Compared with other 
countries we tend not to 
spend vast sums on 


of the housing, all. of which 
will be accessible to wheel- 
chairs, so the disabled can 
visit their neighbours. 

To date, Habinteg has 
developed nine schemes 
(nearly 500 dwellings, in- 
cluding 125 wheelchair 
units) with six more 
(another 500-600 units) in 
the pipeline either being 
built or with firm approvals 
gained. A community 
assistant employed by 


. Habinteg is resident on 


each site, giving support to 


- Fesidents. where required 
and connected to an_ 


emergency call system, and 
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Professor 
Alberman. But, she adds, 
we tend to get more value 
for the money we do spend 
on research. 


research, says 


“With the National 
Health Service this country 
has unrivalled cpportuni- 
ties for research which you 
don’t get with private 
medicine. Our American 
colleagues are particularly 
envious of us because of 
this. As a country our doc- 
tors are quite unusual in 
their generosity and British 
obstetricians and paedia- 
tricians have been more 
than willing tv allow — 
researchers to go through 
their records. Often people 
just don’t appreciate how 
obstetricians here are un- 
usually co-operative a5out 
their apparent problem 
cases.” 


Nancy Tuft 
Series 0 
handicap 


“ANY family with a 
handicapped member is a 
handicapped family,” said 
Alf Morris, MP, when he 
was Minister with special 
responsibility for the dis- 
abled in the last govern- 
ment. Families who will 
have been watching “The 
Handicapped Family” on 
BBC TV with a special 
interest will want to tune 
in to a new series of 
“Accident of Birth” films 
ie be televised from March 
0. 


The original “Accident 
of Birth” was a 50-minute 
documentary which pre- 
ceded the “Let’s Go” series 
as an introduction for the 
general public to the nature 
of mental handicap. In the 
making of the documentary 
a great deal of extra 
material was filmed which 
was of too. specialised a- 
kind for that general 
audience. This additional 
material forms the basis of 
six short documentary 
films of particular interest 
to those concerned with the 
mentally handicapped in a 
personal’ or professional 
capacity. “ 


acting as local manager. 
Other areas on the 
Development Corpora- 
tion’s housing estate have 
mobility dwellings and 
special attention has been 
paid to providing dropped — 
kerbs to ease wheelchair 
use. Access to local shops. 
and the community centre 
1s also designed for wheel- 
chair -users, 
It is hoped to hand over 
ve first. of the Habinteg 
units towards th of 
ie the end af 


Director of Habinteg is 
Dukes Mews, London V vi 
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Golden 
David 


3 TWENTY- one - year - old 


David Hopwood, who has 
been a member of 

Castleford and District 
_ Spastics Society 


the 


since he 


“ was a small boy, has won 
-a Duke of Edinburgh Gold 


' _ tary 


_ the 


a total of 32 miles. 


- of - them, 


Award. 


David, who already ie 
bronze and silver 
awards, has been working 
towards the gold for the 
past five years. Included 
in the five sections was 12 
months spent doing volun- 
service caring for 
elderly people in a local 


old folks home. 


But the final and most 
demanding of all David’s 
tasks was the four days 
and three nights he had to 


‘spend on the Yorkshire 
Moors. Normally the 
requirement is for the 


applicant to cover 50 miles 
of area designated as 
“wild country,” but as a 
concession David, who is 
lame, was allowed to walk 
eight miles a day, making 
The 


fact that he completed 43 


miles is a tribute to his 


courage and determination. 

David, who has speech 
difficulties, works for the 
local Parks Department in 
the Castleford Queen’s 
Park as well as running 
his own allotment. 

The Castleford and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society has 
presented David with an 
inscribed silver tankard. 
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Elvis fans 


- aid charities 


ELVIS Presley fans in 
Birmingham, some 2,000 
celebrated the 
late singer’s birthday with 
a party. The proceeds 
were shared between the 
Variety Club’s appeal for 


underprivileged — children 
and the local  spastics 
group. 


YORK Young Conservatives 
put their best foot forward 
and made £51 for York and 
District Spastics Society with 
a three-legged pub crawl 


THE Spastics Society 
has warned that preg- 
nant women in Britain 
who lost out in the 
’70’s_will receive an 
even worse deal in the 
’80’s as continuing in- 
flation further erodes 
the puny maternity 
grant of £25.00. 


This grant has not 
been increased since 
1969 and in real terms 
is worth only 91p more 
than when it was intro- 
duced at a level of 
£1.50 in 1911. 


_ pays £567, 


Out of a total of 27 
countries, Britain ~ now 
comes 22nd in the amount 
it pays in maternity grants. 
Norway pays £273 to 
single mothers and £93 for 
married women, Ausiria 
France £385, 
East Germany £279, 
Czechoslovakia £106, Ice- 
land £94, Bulgaria £315, 
Hungary £72, Luxembourg 


£278, Albania £43, West 
Germany £64, Spain £27. 


The maternity grant is 
intended to assist mothers 
to be with the cost of 
maternity. At today’s 
prices, £25 goes nowhere 
near the costs involved. 
At a well-known chain of 
shops specialising in baby 
clothes and equipment, the 
minimum cost of a layette 
is £54.85. The cost of a 
cot is £32, a pram £60, two 
baby’s blankets £3.70. a 
pair of cot sheets £3.85, a 
pram or cot quilt £6.55, 


and one dozen nappies 
£8.25. 
Commented Mr James 


Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society: ‘These 
facts and figures speak for 
themselves. Britain’s 
maternity grant is way 
behind standards in many 
other countries. They show 
that unless the grant is 
increased to a more 
realistic figure, the poorer 
sections of the community 
will be unable to provide 
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Britain's mothers lose out on 
maternity grants 


for even the basic necessi- 


ties for their newborn’ 
children. 
“The Society believes 


that the grant should be 
increased to £100 immed- 
iately and should be pay- 
able in 
should also be made non- 
contributory so that those 
who at present miss out 
altogether would be 
eligible to receive it. This 
group are often the most at 
risk of giving birth to a 
dead or handicapped child 
— the young, unmarried 
mother and pregnant 
women in social classes five 
and six.” 


@ ART classes offer pleasure and relaxation to Rodney Hickson, who is 
wheelchair bound with cerebral palsy. Rodney’s first attempts at felt pen 
drawing are shown in the picture. 


New help for the 
artistic set 


CONQUEST is a recently 
launched charity which 
aims to promote art as a 
hobby for the physically 
handicapped. 

It was started by Mrs 
Ursula Hulme from Sur- 
rey, an artist with 20 years 
experience of running art 
classes with severely 
handicapped people, many 
of them spastics, both in 
hospital and in their own 
homes. 

Now Conquest plans to 


produce pamphlets to 
show more interested 
people what a_ valuable 
hebby painting can 
become. 

Information on how to 
set up an art class as well 
as beginners methods can 
be obtained from Con- 
quest, The Society for Art 
for the Physically Handi- 
capped, St Paul’s Church 
House, 17 Northey 
Avenue, Cheam, Surrey 
SM2 7HS. 


Changes in Society’s 
holiday package 


“CARE and commerce 
working together for the 
first time in this sort of 
Situation” is how Bill Har- 
greaves, head of the 
Society’s Recreational 
Services Department, des-~ 
cribes the new link-up with 
the Chalfont Line. 


From now on the Chal- 
font Line will be respon- 
sible for carrying out the 
Society's holiday pro- 
gramme. Last year more 
than 400 people went on 
Society organised pack- 
age tours and this year 
even more holidaymakers 


_ are expected. 


ty 


The Chalfont Line has 
many years experience in 
running holidays for the 
disabled, providing luxury 
coaches with side-lifts and 
adapted so that even the 
‘most severely handicapped 


Boliday maker confined to 


oF Meese Fata 


a wheelchair for the whole 
time, can take part. 

There will be a 24-hour 
courier service and the 
holidays remain exactly as 
outlined in the depart- 
ment’s holiday brochure, 
although there may pos- 
sibly be some fuel and 
currency surcharges. 

A bonus is that even 
more wheelchair holiday- 
makers will be able to be 
included in the arrange- 
ments, because helpers 
whether friend or relative 
will be able to accompany 
them on the holiday at 
half price. 

Mr Hargreaves will be 
acting as consultant to the 
Chalfont Line to ensure 


that every care goes into | 
Ps eam Was ifs OAL Sar a ae 53 me 


arrangements, He said: 
“f shall be guiding, and 
advising on types of hotels, 
what excursions are pos- 
sible and what are not. I 
shall be going on the first 
tour to give them the 
benefit of my experience. 
It is to Valkenburg, Hol- 
land, between April 30 and 
May 7 and I shail be 
equipped with a_ pocket 
bleeper which can summon 
me from a radius of 60 
miles in the eyent of an 
emergency. 

Applications should be 
made to The Holiday 
Manageress, The Chalfont 
Line, 4 Medway Parade, 
Western Avenue, Perivale, 
Greenford UB6 SHR, Tel 


01-998 2143. 


Poultry farmer’s toys 
lay ‘golden eggs’ for 


WHEN Zillah Wood and 
her husband retired as 
poultry farmers, she found 
time hung heavy on her 
hands. “I’m a person who 
can’t sit still and I was get- 
ting bored. I had some 
material left over from 
making clothes and so I 
made an elephant, a teddy 
and a rabbit for my grand- 
daughter.” 

That was four years ago 
and now Mrs Wood is a 
one - woman cottage 
industry at her home in 
Derbyshire. She has made 
hundreds of toys since that 
first elephant, but not a 


single penny for herself. 
Instead the £3,000 she has 


Stairs defeating you? Don’t give up, 
treat yourself to a Silver Rail 
Stairlift. Stannah engineers will 
install it in a few hours, without 
mess. It takes incredibly little space 
... just an ultra-slim chair unit. Then 
you glide smoothly, safely up and 
down. The cost? Much less than moving! 
Thousands have come to forget stairs 
this way already. You could too. 


Send coupon or telephone 


‘Stannah IG 


Silver Rail | 
STAIRLIFT # 


Andover 
(0264) 
64311 
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charity 


sold them for has gone to 
charity, starting off with 
£2,500 to the Chesterfield 
and District Spastics 
Society. 

The cuddly toys range 
from toy horses big enough 
and strong enough for an 
adult to sit on, to Pad- 
dington Bear and Basil 
Brush. In all Mrs Wood 
turns out 25 _ different 
characters — in fact the 
retired poultry farmer now 
finds she is working full- 
time, sewing all day with 
just the occasional meal 
break. 
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To Stannah Lifts, Dept. SR, Watt Close, East Portway, Andover, Hants. 
Please send me your colour folder on Silver Rail. Tell me about your 
Homelifts and curved rail stairlifts too. 
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Those se 
very 
generous 


Scots 


A TIDE of § generosity 
seems to have swept over 
customers of a Dundee 
store and made a nonsense 
of Sassenach stories of 
Scots being close with their 
money. For the customers 
found the temptation to 
chuck their change into a 
pool the store had intended 


as a display feature, 
irresistible. 
The manageress, Mrs 


Jean Reid, explained: “The 
pool was intended to be 
purely ornamental, but it 
hadn’t been there for a day 
when someone threw in a 
coin. Things just snow- 
balled from there. Lots of 
children threw in pennies, 
2p and Sp pieces. I told 
them to make a wish at the 
same time. Many of their 
parents and some elderly 


customers also threw in 
money. 
“When we. .went to 


empty the pool we expec- 
ted to find £20 or £30. But 
there were sO many coins 
we had to shovel them out. 
We were staggered to find 
the pool had contained 
£104. It took us the best 
part of a day to dry the 
coins out and count them.” 

The money will go to the 
Dundee and District Spas- 
tics Association. 


COOKING 


For those with hand disabilities, 
many gas cookers can be fitted with 
special handles and controls. And 
yemember, gas cookers need no matches 
to light them, because they have 


automatic ignition. 


If you are confined to a wheelchair, 
you may find either a cooker with a 
waist-level grill or a built-in cooker 


helpful. 


For those with failing sight or 
blindness, special braille thermostats 
are available for most gas cookers, 
together with braille cooking charts, 


GAS FIRES 


Many gas fires are available with 
easily accessible top controls, to save 
bending, and most fires light 
automatically when turned on. 

And for those people with hand 
disabilities, a special tap adaptor may 
be fitted to a number of fires, 


CENTRAL HEATING 


Gas central heating needs very little 


Le ee eee 


Ideas galore for literary co! 


THE entry form for The 
Spastics Society’s annual 
literary contest contains a 
hundred and one different 
subject suggestions for 
topics to write about, any- 
thing from describing how 
you would find your way 
around inside the Kremlin 
to what it’s like being in 
love. 

But these are only ideas 
to set your imagination 
working. Aspiring writers 
are perfectly free to choose 


any theme at all to write 
about whether in prose or 
in poetry. 

The contest has been 
running for 10 years now, 
each year discovering 
remarkably high standards 
of literary talent amongst 
handicapped people of all 
ages from all over the 
country. 

The poetry section has 
proved so popular that this 
year, for the first time, the 
section has been extended 


Plea for 
access in 
new film 


“ACCESS for Disabled 
People” is a 64-minute 
colour film, narrated by 
Richard Baker and pro- 
duced by the Silver Jubilee 
Committee for its Access 
Campaign. The film shows 
how disabled people are 
often prevented from 
taking part in everyday 
activities simply because 
buildings have not yet been 
designed with their needs 
in mind. 

The film is available on 
hire from the Central Fim 
Library, Government 
Buildings, Bromyard 
Avenue, Acton, London 
W3 7BJ. Tel 01-743 5555. 
Cost of hire £5.50 plus 
VAT. Catalogue Ref No 


The challenge of a je 


British Gas offers a wide range of help to those who 


available. 


need it most-elderly and disabled people. 

If you have a disability- or have friends or | 
relatives in need of help, here are some of the waysin | 
which we can make life easier for you. 


A 


controls and room thermostats help to 
saye gas and keep running costs down. 


PRE-PAYMENT GAS METERS 


Meters can be re-positionedata °° || 
convenient height for disabled people 
and specialextended handles are .-” 


HOW TOHELP YOURSELF 


, Gotoyourlocalgas showroom. ‘... 
Tt you cannot go, contact the Home Service 
Adyiser of your Gas Region, who willbe 
happy to call on you athome and proyide 
advice free of charge. (You'll find the 


address and telephone number in your 


showroom, 


- attention and can be set to your own 
particular pattern of living. Time 


-BRITISHGAS 


local telephone directory under GAS). 


MORE HELP 


For information about other ways in 
which we can help-with safety and 
economy hints, for example, or witha 
choice of ways in which you can spread 
the cost of your gas more evenly through- 
out the year-contact your local 


nail 


to cover two age groups. 
There will be a poetry 
section for schoolchildren 
up to 12 years of age, with 
a first prize of £10 and a 
second prize of £5. For 
teenagers and adults aged 
i3. and over there will be a 
first poetry prize of £20 and 
a second prize of £10. Any 
verse form may be used. 
For prose entries there 
are three age categories; 
schoolchildren up to and 
including 11 years of age; 


@The work centre is 
open all week with the 
12 workers attending 
according to the availa- 
bility of transport. 
Here Robert Usher 
folds coat hanger 
boxes with his feet. 
Other jobs include 
packing pram and 
educational toys. 


BE 


adolescents -aged 12-17; 
and adults of 18 and over. 
First and second prizes for 
schoolchildren are £10 and 
£5 respectively; for adoles- 
cents £20 and £10, and for 
adults £30 and £15. 

In addition to these sec- 
tions, a special prize will be 
awarded by the Director of 
The Spastics Society, Mr 
James Loring, for what he 
considers to be an out- 
standing contribution 
among the runners-up. 
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itest 


Other runners-up will 
receive books autographed 
by the judges. 

The rules of the literary 
contest allow for any com- 
petitor who cannot manage 
the actual typing or writing 
down of their entry to dis- 
tate their work. 

Closing date for the 
literary contest in Satur- 
day, April 5, and entry 
forms are available from: 
Mrs Nina Heycock, 27-33 
Harrington Gardens, Lon- 
don SW7 4JT. 


required quickly, they 


b well done 


@“SPASTICS never go on strike. 


If work js 


” 


rise to the occasion, 


comments Miss Annice Kidder from Drayton 
House, the headquarters and work centre of the 
Bedford Spastics Society, which has just cele- 
brated their 25th anniversary. In the picture left, 
Miss Kidder supervises the despatch of completed 


work being loaded by Stan. 


@®SUSAN Harvey and 


Lynn Baker pack coat 


hangers in the picture above, while below, super- 


visor Mrs Dorothy Fox keeps a friendly eye on 
Jane Hensman as she packs Christmas glitter, a 
regular all-the-year-round contract job. 


Pictures by the Bedfordshire Times 


Lee 
io 


Lee 


New hobby for TV fans 


MEMBERS of the Narrow 
Bandwidth Television Associa- 
tion build their own simple 


television equipment and 
communicate with each other 
by sending video tapes through 


the post with optical morse 
code. For people without 
speech, especially the deaf, 
experiments are being carried 
out with sign-language pic- 
tures, 


Annual subscription is £2 
with a concessionary rate of 
£1 for non-earners, Inquiries 
to Mr D. B. Pitt, 1 Burnwood 


Drive, Wollaton, Nottingh: 
Nae pine n, Nottingham 
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e PRISONERS, Parents ail Feiiicsonelt children share a day to eriemiier full of fun 
and games for everyone at Onley Prison. 


‘Write to MP’s about 
prices and cut-backs’ 


1 AM writing about the 
cost of living. Rises in the 
price of fuel, clothes, food, 
etc, affect everybody but 
especially the disabled and 
those who are housebound 
are affected worst of all. 

Cutbacks in aid to the 
disabled in the form of 
home helps, appliances 
and social services are 
Serious. -I- urge. every 
member of The Spastics 
Society to write to their 
MP to put pressure on the 
Government. 


Chris Waters, 
Maidstone, 
Kent. 


A plea for 
Daresbury 


SOME of you will know 


~ of Daresbury Hall, a lovely 


old Georgian house which 
is in Daresbury, the vill- 
age where Lewis Carroll 
was born in 1832, and close 
to the church where he 
was christened. 


The Hall was taken over 
by The Spastics Society 
shortly after the war as a 
residential home for men 
suffering from _ cerebral 
palsy. 

Originally some of these 
residents were ambulant, 
but because of the Society’s 
policy ‘to ‘integrate as 
many of our people as pos- 
sible into the community, 
the residents now are all 
severely handicapped both 
physically «and * mentally. 
They are also now both 


male and female, and they 
come from all over 
Britain. 

The Duke of Westmin- 
ster, who lives not far 
from Daresbury, recently 
went to see the Hall. He 
heartily approved of the 
plans to alter the premises 
internally to bring condi- 
tions more in line with 
what one expects of Spas- 
tics Society premises in 
1980. At the same time he 
admired the exterior of 
the building and was in 
favour of preserving all 
that was beautiful _ still 
within the house. 

These improvements 
have been estimated at 
£250,000 and the Duke of 
Westminster agreed to be 


president of the campaign 
to raise this money. At 
present a committee is 
being formed to help. 

If you are interested 
enough to want to know 
more, I would be very 
pleased to hear from vou. 
Oriska Cameron (Mrs), 
7 Netherfield Close, 
Havant PO9 2TG. 


Wear a 
hadge? 


SIR,—The criticism in the 
January issue of Spastics 
News of some sponsored 


CLIFF Richard stars in a 
memorial concert for his 
former recording man- 
ager, Norrie Paramor, who 
died last autumn. The 
venue is Croydon Fairfield 
Hall on February 6. Ron 


_ Sob-finder Chris 


TWENTY - five - year - old 
Chris Larkin from Lincoln 
was a most suitable candi- 
date for the job of publi- 
cising the Manpower Ser- 
vices Commission’s “Fit for 


Work” campaign on its 
recent countrywide tour. 
Not only is job-finding 
his stock in trade, working 
as he does as a careers 
officer in Hull, but Chris 
is also a_ marvellous 
example of how to achieve 


SSE 


Pictures by John E. Denton. 


events sparks off thoughts 
which I have often had. 

I realise, of course, that 
such things are good pub- 
licity, but it seems a pity 
for. all that effort to be 
wasted when there are so 
many things crying out to 
be done. Would it be pos- 
sible to do some of these 


while wearing a sponsor’s . 


badge to draw attention to 
the cause? 


Muriel Dell, 

Gladys Holman House, 
Rosewarne, 
Camborne, 


Cornwall TR14 8TB. 


REGULARS of the Spindle- 
makers. Arms, in Preston, 
Lancs, have surpassed their 
previous year’s total of £670 
for Preston Spastics Group by 
raising £924, which will go 
towards a holiday bungalow at 
Morecambe. 


Goodwin conducts the 
orchestra and the show, in 
aid of the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics, will be 
attended by the Duchess 
of Kent, Patron of The 
Spastics Society. 


success by anyone’s stan- 
dards. In spite of some 
difficulty with spasticity in 
his knees and hips, he has 
never allowed this to stand 
in his way. 

While at university Chris 
captained the Hull team 
in ITV’s University Chal- 
lenge. And he obtained a 
degree in modern langu- 
ages and held a teaching 
job abroad for a_ year 
before studying for his 
careers guidance diploma. 
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Prisoners play host 


to spastic children 


YOUNG offenders 
from Onley Prison, 
Rugby, took part in an 
interesting and unique 
experiment recently by 
acting as party hosts 
inside the prison to 
parents and children 


from Rugby and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society. 

The idea originated with 
the Assistant Governor at 
Onley, Mr Christopher 
Scott, who first put the idea 
to Councillor Mrs Pru 
Miller, who is Chairman of 
the Rugby and _ District 
Spastics Society. “The idea 
was to hold a party and to 
pair each child with a 
prisoner who would look 
after them throughout the 
afternoon,” explained. Mrs 
Miller. 

“One of the objects of 
the exercise was to try and 
show the prisoners that 
there are others who are 
equally or less fortunate 
than themselves for their 
entire lifetimes.” 

Mr Scott says that when 
the idea was explained to 
the prisoners, there was a 
rush of volunteers. “The 
response was incredible. 
We were so inundated that 
we had to draw lots to 
decide who the hosts were 
to be.” 

Fourteen youngsters 


from three-years-old up- 
wards came as guests to 
the prison party, accom- 
panied by their mothers, 
who for once were able to 
sit and relax secure in the 
knowledge their children 
were in capable hands. 
Many of the children 


needed spoonfeeding at tea 
a task which was 


time, 


carried out with care and 
compassion. But there was 
one disappointed partygoer 
—the prisoner whose child 
was too ill to attend the 
party. The would-be host 
was overheard pleading 
with a more fortunate col- 
league to “let me take over 
just for a couple of 
minutes.” 


® LITTLE Ann Clark is clearly safe in the capable hands 


of her host for the afternoon. 


Care-comfort. 
confidence that’s what 


: INCC 


| ge all about | 


INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sense product in sensible packaging —used in 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made with adrop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 
Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 
suitable for either sex and permanently size marked. 


J 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 


6 SPASTICS NEWS 


= 


@ MARY and Gerald 


Taylor with 


Ss aS 


me he is the greatest”—the judges agreed w ith him. 


PAUL Taylor, aged 14, 
of Foxhollow, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, suffered 
severe brain damage as 


a result of a car acci- 
dent at the age of 
three. 

It has taken Paul nine 
years to learn to walk. He 
mastered this by hanging 
on to walls and chairs and 
refusing all help, including 
offers a wheelchair. Paul 
wears heavy calipers and 


Day of 
high 


emotion 


Continued from Page 1 


event there were more than 
700. 

“Every citation spelt out 
the child’s ability to master 
pain and handicap with 
courage and patience and 
at the same time give their 
parents the will and cour- 
age to also bear the burden 
philosophically. I don’t 
think the-money and the 
medals we give them are 
anything compared with 
what they have given them- 
selves. What they have 
done for themselves by 
their own efforts far out- 
weighs what we can give 
them to mark _ their 
endeavours.” 

Lewis Carter-Jones, MP, 
one of the four judges, 
said: “I nearly chickened 
out. As a schoolmaster 
when I was asked to mark 
those I had taught, those 
that passed had _ been 
taught well, and those that 
failed hadn’t learnt—but 
there were no failures in 
this class. At first I felt 
inclined to cry but I was 
marking not according to 
how sad the case was but 
the ability to overcome and 
share joy.” 

Mr J. B. Whalicy agreed 
and said: “There’s a lot of 
happiness in this room, 
and there are many who 
could usefully learn from 
you. We get many requests 
for sponsorship but we 


only help those who help. 


themselves — and you 
have!” > 


has a great love of football. 
He cannot run so he plays 
in the goal because goal- 
keepers are permitted to 
fall over diving for the ball. 
Sometimes he has played 
so hard that the calipers 
have forced their way 
through his trousers. Dur- 
ing the holidays he 


achieved his ambition of 
walking to the chip shop. 
His “sheer guts and deter- 
mination not to grumble 
seem to have no ceiling.” 
In his citation, Mr M. 


@ DAVID Cook’s brilliant smile lit up his face as he was 


14-year old Paul whose fight back from the dead over 
12 long years won him the 1979 Year of the Child Special Achievement Award. More 
than 700 children had their names put forw ard and Mr Taylor, in his citation, said, “To 


Taylor says of Paul: “The 
courage Paul has is won- 
derful. At one time I 
wanted to give up and go. 
I thought of Paul and 
what he had been through, 
and his laughing most of 
the time. He hasn’t given 
up, so how could I? To 
me he is the greatest, and 
people who meet him think 
the same. There is so 
much I could write about 
Paul but I think you would 
agree he is a remarkable 
and braye boy.” 


ss 


handed his medal by Lewis Carter-Jones. Disabled by a 
congenital heart defect, he loves swimming, riding and 
keeping goal when his brother and friends play football. 


DAVID Cook, aged 10, 
of Queensville Avenue, 
Stafford, suffers from 


congenital heart dis- 
ease. 
At five David started 


school and did his first 
walk of one mile. At six 


he had an operation to - 


divert an artery from his 
left arm to his lung. After 
this, he became paralysed 
from the waist down. 
Injections became  essen- 
tial. In one week he ,had 
41 and suffered terribly. 
Another operation was per- 
formed and eventually he 
returned home. Although 
he had little strength in his 
arms he started to pull 


himself up and learned to 
stand for a few minutes. 
He went back into hospital 
with curvature of the spine 
and was put into plaster 
from his armpits to his 
toes. Eyen that didn’t stop 
him getting around. Now 
he has mastered an un- 
gainly form of walking 
but with the aid of a tripod 
stand can get around quite 
fast. He keeps goal for his 
brother and friends in his 
wheelchair and tries to 
play badminton, cricket 
and tennis. He loves 
swimming and_ has 
thoroughly enjoyed a full 
four weeks at school. 

In the words of his 
mother: “He is not little 
but a giant in his own 


- right.’”? 


Whalley, of Dewhursts. 


e DAVID Bundy and his mother Ivy chat to Mr J. B. 
David was joint third prize 


winner because the judges could not decide between the 
two, and so Mr Whalley generously agreed to make an 
extra £25 third prize available. 


DAVID BUNDY, aged 
13, of Boundary Road, 
Eastcote, Middlesex, 
suffers from severe 


cerebral palsy (spas- 
ticity). 

David is unable to use 
his hands but has learned 
to use a typewriter, which 
he operates with his feet. 
Despite his handicap, 
David participates fully in 
the work at his school, and 
is able to paint, colour 
and glue with his toes, as 
well as carrying out cook- 
ing and woodwork jobs by 
the same method. David. 
has a strong and delight- 
ful personality although he 
has difficulty with his 
speech. The outstanding 
combination of good 
academic achievement and 
outgoing personality has 
resulted in him being 
integrated in a comprehen- 


DAVID Ruston, aged 
8, of Cavendish Cres- 
cent, Elm Park, Horn- 
church, Essex, is 
retarded, spastic, blind, 
epileptic and without 
speech. 


David came to live in a 
unit in Essex at the age of 
five, described as a 
“pathetic bundle.’’ He 
resisted human contact and 
appeared to have written 
off the world. Today he is 
a sturdy little boy who is 
struggling to learn to walk. 
He is a very determined. 
child, who is far from 
being a vegetable, and is 
happy. .and_ contented, 


a OE Ee 


@ MR Ken Long, of Top Ten Promotions Ltd 
tised during part of the judging for Mr Le wis 
to the House of Commons. 
house-parent Sandra Maynard, left, and 
Bickersteth family unit that Dayid attends. 


sive school and he now 
spends most of his time in 
a class of 30 children and 
positively enjoys the hurly 
burly of normal school life. 

David was nominated by 
Sylvia Howarth, of the 
John Chilton School, Com- 
ton Crescent, Northolt, 
Middlesex, who wrote in 
her citation of Dayvid’s 
achievements: 

“He has made it possible 
for his peers to respond to 
him and by his presence 
among and_ relationships 
with them, he is fostering a 
healthy attitude to the 
handicapped in the adults 


of tomorrow. 


“David has a most pro- 
mising future ahead of him. 
I am confident that he will 
accept any new challenge 
that may come his way and 
that he will do his share to 
contribute to the life of any 
community in which he 
lives.” 


spreading this feeling to 
other children. 

In 1979 he went on a 
sponsored “Buggy” ride to 
raise funds for a travel 
chair. It was hoped to 
raise £100 on the eight- 
mile ride but David so won 
the hearts of the local 
people the result was an 
overwhelming £1,600. It 
is thought that David has 
succeeded in awakening in 
the local community for 
miles around the aware- 
ness of the needs of dis- 
advantaged children and 
their entitlement to life in 
the community. 


‘David was nominated by 


Ms.M. Stevenson, Head of 
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TIMOTHY Joyce, sec- 
ond prizewinner, aged 
13, of Saltford Avenue, 
Ancoats, Manchester, 
suffers from arthro- 
gryphosis, and also has 
a short spine and no 
sacrum. 

Timothy is doubly in- 
continent and has no use 
of his legs. However, with 
brave determination he 
has overcome most of his 
difficulties and is very 
independent. He takes a 
keen and lively interest in 
all his lessons, is willing to- 
join in anything from 
badminton to music, des- 
pite being in a wheelchair. 
He climbed Rivington 
Pike on his hands, and 
dances on his hands at 
discos. He tries to help 
others and maintains 
cheerfulness and courage, — 
despite the fact that his 
mother died in 1977. 

His citation says of him: © 
“Without doubt, he is out- 
standing in his bravery and 
determination against all 
difficulties and his desire 
to be independent and use- 
ful in the wider community 
outside school.” 


, promoters of the Spastics Pool, depu- 
\ i : Carter-Jones MP, who was called back 
Joint third prize winner David Ruston is pictured with 


Mrs Mollie Stevenson, Head of the Audrey 


Audrey Bickersteth Family 
Unit, Frowick Lane, St 
Osyth, Essex, who says in 
her citation: 

“I would like David to 
be considered for an 
Achievement Award, not 
only for his achievement 
but because I feel that his 
merits would give hope and 
comfort to parents whose 
children are going to need 
care all their lives. 


“David is a happy child, 
spreading happiness des- 
He 
could achieve still more 
with this Award by bring- 


pite his limitations. 


ing a message of hope to 


parents of other multi 
handicapped children.” 


ply 


* 
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Ten stories of courage 


equal terms. 


JOANNE Tiily, aged 
14, of St John’s Drive, 
Windsor, Berks, is 
paralysed and confined 
to a wheelchair. 


She has met tragedy in 
her life with stoicism and 
has endured 13 operations. 
She is cheerful and enjoys 
life. The Star of Merit 
arded to Girl Guides was 
given to Joanne — “a very 
special person coping with 
difficulties beyond most 


me fi ee 
®@ STUART Huckerby, 
_ like many of the boys and 
: girls chosen as finalists in 
i the Achievement Award, 

is a keen sports enthusiast. 


STUART Huckerby, 
aged 12, of Wigorn 
Road, Bearwood, War- 
ley, West Midiands, 
suffers from _ hydro- 
cephalus and spina 


bifida. 
Stuart was at death’s 
door several times, but 


fought to survive. Although 
seriously handicapped, he 
has had a go at every kind 
of sport and activity. He 
won a bronze medal and 
certificate for swimming, 
took part in the mini- 
sports at Stoke Mandeville 
and after two years with 
the ‘Scouts was presented 
| with the Chief Scout's 
' Commendation for Meri- 
torious Conduct in recog- 
nition of his courage, 
cheerful determination and 
enthusiasm for scouting 
despite having to endure 
considerable pain and 
physical disability. He is a 
| white belt at judo and 
enjoys football. 
It is said of 
his nomination: 
come through all 
| operations and _ illnesses 
___ with the help of the medical 
staff but most of all his 
own courage and fortitude. 
In my opinion he comes 
under the heading of 
‘None but the brave.’ 
Although he has not done 
anything spectacular, I 
: 


they are involved in. 


LEE Nash, aged 13, of 
Bushman Way, Yorks 
Wood, Birmingham, 
suffers from_ spina 
bifida. 

Lee is paralysed from the 
waist down and cannot 
walk even with calipers. 
He has undergone five 
operations, including the 
removal of a kidney. His 


eyesight is also bad. 
Despite all this, 


Stuart in 
“He has 
his 


_ think he has what it takes; 
courage, cheerfulness and 


tenacity.” Lee 


© SPORTSGIRL Joanne Tilly with Mr Dorrien Belson, 
Chairman of The Spastics Society, who presented her with 
a commemorative medal to mark her place as a finalist 
in the Achievement Award. Despite being disabled by 
spina bifida she is a champion archer and competes on 


ordinary people.” The Star 
of Merit is not awarded 
easily and of all those 
recommended only one in 
20 get through. 

Despite her handicap, 
Joanne has won innumer- 
able prizes and trophies for 
swimming and other sports, 
including archery, table 
tennis, medicine ball and 
wheelchair dash. She is a 
member of the Windsor 
Archery Club and com- 
petes on equal terms. 


@ LEE Nash receives his medal from Mr J. Whalley, a 
Director of Dewhursts Ltd, the firm which generously 
sponsored the Achievement Award again this year. Dew- 
hursts have said that it is the most worthwhile sponsorship 


works hard at school and 
has started shorthand and 
typing lessons. He is lively, 
cheerful and courageous. 
He came first in three 
events at the West Mid- 
lands Region Junior Games 
run by the British Sports 
Association, although his 
father had died suddenly 
of a heart attack two 
months before. He does 
not grumble and has no 
self pity. He is also 
popular with his school- 
mates, 


@ EDWARD Davies is pictured receiving his medal from 
Lewis Carter-Jones, MP for Eccles, who is a tireless cham- 
pion on behalf of the disabled both inside the House of 
Commons and out. Mr Carter-Jones was one of the panel 


of judges for the Award. 


EDWARD Davies, 
aged 13, of Oakhill 
Avenue, Oakhill, 
Stoke-on-Trent, suffers 
from spina bifida and 
hydrocephalus. 


As a small baby 
Edward’s chances of living 
were so slight that he was 
baptised in the ambulance 
on the way to hospital. 
After numerous operations, 
he was very weak but 
something inside him made 
him struggle on. He now 
has one shunt down behind 
the right ear, through the 
jugular vein and down into 
the stomach, and the 
second one is at the back 
of his head behind the left 
ear, through the jugular 
vein and into the heart. 
Both are working well and 
he continues to make pro- 
gress. He is now a day 
pupil and has won a shield 
for making the most pro- 


egress in walking. He 
swims, washes himself and 
gets down from the table, 
refusing all help. He is a 
very bright and extremely 
happy boy. 

His mother says in her 
citation: 

“He’s a very bright and 
extremely happy boy. His 
brothers are yery proud of 
him, and we always use 
him in our Spina Bifida 
Association as an example 
to others on what can be 
achieved with will power 
and bloodymindedness. I 
cannot remember all the 
many times we have sat 
with him because he was 
dying, but from somewhere 
he always found the 
strength and courage to 
fight on, as he will always 
have to, to overcome the 
pain and disability. . This 
is why I am nominating 
him as a candidate in your 
competition.” 
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If they 
were our 
kids we 
would be 
So proud’ 


“JT is an almost impos- 
sible task,” declared The 
Spastics Society’s Chair- 
man, Mr Dorrien Bel-_ 
son, when the Achieve- 
ment Award judges met 
to decide which of the 
10 outstanding finalists 
‘would win the top 
prizes. There were over 
700 entries originally— 


Im 


every one of them 
representing a story of 
courage; they were 


whittled down to 44, 
and after many hard 
decisions a final list of 
10 outstanding children 
awaited the verdict of 
the distinguished panel 
And Mr Belson was right. 
Almost impossible to 
decide on the achievement 
of achievements, Iet alone 
the second and third prizes, 
when every citation told of 
such monumental efforts 
and brave determination 
far beyond the years of the 
youngsters. The citations 
spoke of the way the child- 
ren’s example had affected 
the lives of those about 
them, particularly their 
parents, and there is no 
doubt that an Achievement 
Award medal for a child is 
a recognition for a devoted 
mother and father too. 
Judging, said Lewis 
Carter-Jones, MP, was “a 
joyous experience,’ but it 
was perhaps Mr J. B. 
Whalley, Director and 
Deputy General Manager of 
Dewhurst Ltd, the Award’s 
generous sponsors, who 
best summed up the feelings 
of the judging panel: “These 
children have all shown 
such fantastic spirit. If 
they were our kids we 
would be so very proud of 
them.” 
TULUEAEV REA ATUEUOUALSUATLETATOOAEUSTETUELELOES UES EEL 
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@ CATHERINE Turner won hearts at the Achievement 
Award with the same ease she won over her headmaster, 
who was doubtful about haying a handicapped child in 
his school . Mr James Loring, the Society’s Director, pre- 
sented her medal, having stood in for Dr Miriam Stoppard, 
the judge who was taken ill the previous day. 


CATHERINE Turner, 
aged eight, of Dingle 
Avenue, —Upholland, 


Skelmersdale, — Lancs, 
has spina bifida with 


associated hydro- 


cephalus. 

Catherine was at one 
time a very timid, with- 
drawn child, yet at the age 
of six years .managed to 


cope with her own toileting 
needs between catheterisa- 
tions. Catherine was at 
first reluctantly admitted to 
a main-stream school, but 
within four weeks the 
head was so impressed by 
her attitude, independence 
and ability mix with non- 
handicapped pupils he 
requested integration on a 
permanent basis. He now 
reports “she has adjusted 
completely.” 

Catherine was nomina- 
ted by Mrs M. S. Gore, 28 
Walter Scott Avenue, 
Greenhill, Wigan, Greater 
Manchester, who wrote in 
the citation: 

“Catherine possesses a most 
remarkable character which 
has enabled her to come to 
terms with her handicap at a 
very early age, without ever 
looking for, or expecting, 
consideration for her handi- 
cap. Without this outstanding 
quality she could never have 
succeeded in main-stream. She 
has demonstrated to intelligent 
adults, previously afraid of 
handicap, that she is an indi- 
vidual in her own right capable 
without special provision, of 
competing and succeeding with 
her non-handicapped — peers. 
Her success is exemplary and 
I believe that she has played a 
tremendous role in laying the 
foundations for other handi- 
capped children to be imie- 
grated fully into society.” 
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Canada's 


Save 
Babies” 


campaign 


NEWS of the Society’s 
“Save a Baby” cam- 
paign in Spastics News 
was read with immediate 
interest by the staff of 
the Canadian Rehabili- 
tation Council for the 
Disabled. For they have 
been running a similar 
campaign over the last 
two years foo. 

The Director of Pub- 
lic Relations, Michael 
McFarland, writes with 
news of their progress as 
he guessed it would be 
of interest to our 
readers. 

Mothers - to - be in 
Canada are exhorted to 
remember to check for 
immunity to rubella 
(German measles), to 
eat well and rest and see 
the doctor. A few things 
to forget are also item- 
ised — smoking, alcohol 
and any sort of drug 
not medically pres- 
cribed. 

And just as over here, 
the main theme of the 
Canadian campaign is 
that a great deal of dis- 
ability can be prevented. 

The message goes out 
regularly in adverts on 
TV, radio and in the 
newspapers from the 
CRAD, known famil- 
iarly as the Easter Seals 
People, with the assist- 
ance of the Hospital for 
Sick Children Founda- 
tion. 

And their slick and 
stylish advertisements 
conclude “Easter 
Seals. The best thing 
you can give us is one 
less child to take care 
of.” 
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The people... 


BYFLEET Women’s Institute 
raised £51.16 for the White 
Lodge Centre for Spastics as 
its contribution to the Inter- 
national Year of the Child. 
The money was raised through 
two coffee mornings, a bring 
and buy sale and a collection 
of loose change. 


...who give 


EMPLOYEES of the Scots 
firm John Drummond and 
Sons have disbursed the sum 
of £170 collected by their 
Workers’ Benevolent Fund to 
a number of beneficiaries in- 
cluding the Scottish Council 
for Spastics, 


ALEX MOIRA, a founder member of 


The Spastics Society and now a Vice Chairman 


writes a special article for Spastics News about 


an inspiring visit to a country where handicapped 


people — and the pioneers working for their 


welfare — face immense problems. 
WEN OLE cee 


Passage to India 


IT was at 3 in the morn- 
ing when there arrived in 
Bombay, to be most 
warmly welcomed by our 
Indian colleagues a group 
of people from this country 
to join with The Spastics 
Society of India in 
seminars on “Action for 
the Spastic Child” to be 
held in Bombay and Delhi. 

The group comprised 
Mr Leslie Gardner, Princi- 
pal Psychologist to The 
Spastics Society, Dr David 
Hall, Consultant Paedia- 
trician, St George’s Hospi- 
tal, Ms Noreen Hare, 
Superintendent Physio- 
therapist, Cheyne Centre 
for Spastic Children, Ms 
Carol Myer, Principal, 
White Lodge Centre, Ms 
Margaret Morgan, Con- 
troller of Personal Social 
Services, The Spastics 
Society, Dr Peter Robson, 
Consultant Paediatrician, 
Guy’s Hospital, and my- 


self. We were happily 
joined by Ms_ Jennifer 
Sattler, Occupational 


Therapist from the Mos- 
man Centre, Sydney. 

The effect of India on 
the innocent traveller from 
England is stunning: the 


unaccustomed heat of 
December, the crowds. 
poverty that is deeply 


humbling to the well fed 
European, a_ society of 
immense vitality, a people 
of great courtesy and 
kindness, a bureaucracy of 
extreme formality and in- 


Will 


ACCESS—a major prob- 
lem facing the disabled 
throughout the world. But 


is extreme militancy the 


answer? 


finite deliberation, but a 
people capable of immed- 
iate and effective action, 
and Bombay and Delhi 
cities of much beauty and 
vitality. 

The Spastics Society of 
India, formed seven years 
ago has an enviable record 
of progress having founded 
schools in Bombay, Delhi 
and Calcutta, a teacher 
training course in Bombay, 
and has pursued a wide 
ranging programme for the 
spread of information of 
which the seminars form 
part. It also has an 
ambitious five-year plan 
for work centres, day 
centres and residential 
schools — no mean task 
in view of the enormous 
size, vast population and 
limited resources of India. 
All this is the work of a 
handful of dedicated 
people, parents and well 
wishers ably led by Mrs 
Mithu Chib, herself a 
parent, the chairman and 
founder of the Indian Spas- 
tics Society. 

Space forbids a mention of 
all the contributions to the 
seminar which was opened by 
the Societys Patron, the 
famous film star, Ms Nagis 
Dutt. In addition to those of 
the Western delegates, out- 
standing papers were given by 
Dr Pilloo Barucha and Dr 
Eddie Barucha, on prevention 
and neurology, Professor Sha- 
hani on neurophysiology, Dr 
Raj Anand on paediatrics, Mr 
Mr M. Chainani and Ms J. 
Irani on physiotherapy, Mrs 
Mithu Chib and Ms Sheila 


1980's be the decade of the © 
disabled militants? © 


STUDENTS do it, 
prisoners do it, and 
now it seems even the 
disabled do it — stage 
sit-ins. America is tra- 
ditionally the land of 
change and innovation, 
a nation of trend- 
setters, and it does not 
take long for new 
ideas to cross the 
Atlantic. 

Perhaps the — suc- 
cessful campaign by 
paraplegics chaining 
their wheelchairs to 
the radiators to pre- 
vent the closure of a 
ward at Stoke Mande- 
ville Hospital had its 
inspiration in an inci- 
dent of civil unrest in 
Baltimore. 

Militancy won the 
day for the disabled in 
Buckinghamshire, but 
in Baltimore it was 
something of a differ- 
ent story. 


Christie on special remedial 
education and Ms Edwina 
Baher on social work, to 
which were added two panel 
discussions with important 
contributions from Mr Vijay 
Merchant, Mr Harish Mahin- 
dra, Dr Rama Roa and Dr P. 
K. Mullaferoze — a catalogue 
that gives some idea of the 
range and depth of the sub- 
jects covered. 

During the four days spent 
in Bombay the group received 
much generous hospitality and 
entertainment including a fas- 
cinating display of ancient 
Indian dancing. One also 
treasures the enchanting sight 
at a formal dinner of the ladies 
of the group dressed in bor- 
rowed saris of richly coloured 
silks looking like technicolour 
ships in full sail. Ms Morgan 
looked magnificent. 

A visit was paid to the All 
India Institute of Physical 
Medicine where the West’s toll 
of motor car and motor cycle 
injuries were replaced by 
amputees from falling off 
trains, and spinal injuries from 
falling out of coconut trees. 
Dr Mullaferoze welcomed us 
to the Children’s Orthopaedic 
Hospital that treats a large 
number of spastic children. A 
visit to Mother ‘Theresa’s 
Home, housed in an old fac- 
tory building and offering con- 
solation to the dying and help 
to. the handicapped, the 
abandoned infants and a lively 
group of orphans of school 
age, found the party exercising 
its skills in showing the 
Sisters how to handle and 
teach the handicapped. 

Two of Mother Theresa’s 
Sisters are taking the Indian 
Spastics Society’s one-year 
training course in the teaching 


Recent United States 
legislation has been passed 
to make access to high 
schools and _ universities 
mandatory for the dis- 
abled. However, it is likely 
that it will take between 
two and five years to equip 
every building with the 
requisite ramps, lifts and 
washrooms because of the 
high cost of materials and 
labour involved. As a first 
step the legislation was 
important, but not far- 
reaching enough for a 
group of militant disabled 
in Baltimore. They deman- 
ded immediate action over 
transport, housing and 
employment and decided 
to put their case to their 
local Congressman. 


Incensed at the length of 
time they were kept wait- 
ing downstairs they eventu- 
ally forced police officers to 
carry them to the upper 
floor where the Congress- 


- man’s office was located. 


Congressmen are nofur- 


i ay 


Bombay. 


of hardicapped children, and 
long term arrangements for a 
link between the two organisa- 
tions are being made. The 
visit to the Centre for Special 
Education, The Spastics 
Society’s School in Bombay, 
was of absorbing interest, it is 
fortunate in possessing a 
dedicated staff, a lively and 
involved group of children in 
a beautiful setting at the edge 
of the sea. 

A brief journey by air to 
Delhi, comfortable accom- 
modation at the Ford Foun- 
dation’s hostel and a_ very 
warm welcome from a new 
group of Indian collagues was 
the prelude to the seminar at 
the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences. The seminar 
was broadly a repeat of that 
in Bombay but with important 
new contributions from our 
new Indian colleagues, notable 
among whom were Ms Nundy, 
the principal of The Spastics 
Society’s School in Delhi, Ms 
Halarnkar, Mr Joshi, Dr 
Nundy and others involved in 
a panel discussion. Mr B. 
Ghosh, joint Secretary of the 


iously busy people so by 
the time the Congressman 
eventually met with them, 
feelings were running high. 
The Congressman heard 
them out and then, as is 
often the case with poli- 
ticians, assured them that 
he understood the issue, 
had every sympathy with 
their cause and _ insisted 
that everything — possible 
was already being done, 


Refused 


This though, was not 
enough to placate the band 
from Baltimore. Having 
achieved their objective in 
seeing the Congressman, 
they then decided to Stay 
put and refused to be 
cajoled, entreated or per- 
suaded to leave. 

Finally in desperation 
the police officers who had 
so obligingly carried them 
up the inaccessible stairs 
were forced to carry them 


@ MRS Mithu Chib, chairman and founder of the 
Indian Spastics Society, with an orphan girl and 
one of the Sisters at Mother Theresa’s Home in 


Social Welfare, made valuable — 


FEBRUARY 1980 


w 


- 
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Ministry of Education and 


suggestions on how govern. 
ment and voluntary agencies 
can and should work together, 
The final afternoon was most 
profitably spent in a large 
group chaired by Dr Tandon 
of the Central Government 
Committee on Health to dis- 
cuss early detection of handi. 
cap in rural and slum are 
A delightful evening of hos; 
tality and much discussion of 
all that had been achie 
brought to a close an exhaust 
ing, but intensely interesting 
week. a 
We are grateful to the Over 
seas Development Administra- 
tion and the British Council 
officers in Delhi and Bom 
for their support. We are a 
indebted to Mithu Chib — 
giving us the opportunity 
contributing to, and learni 
much from the splendid w 
of the Spastics Society 
India. We  unanimo 
decided to form a gro 
entitled “Action India” to h 
promote future co-operat 
between our countries. 


out, wheelchairs and all, f 
be borne away in police 
vans. ba 

The militants of Balti- 
more may well in fact find 
their display of civilian 
rights actually counter-pro- 
ductive. They certainly 
achieved success for focus: 
ing attention on themselves 
but at the cost of alienating 
the sympathies of govert- 
ment officials and th 
goodwill of the po 
officers who suffered tht 
strained backs and pulled 
muscles involved in haul- 
ing them first up and thei 
dowstairs. ‘a 

Whether 1980 brings # 
wave of wheelchair 
with the dissident disable 
planning protest after pro- 
test remains to be seel 
After all, when it comes (@ 
a sit-in, that is what the 
majority are forced to d 
already. 
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Liz Cook 


MR Harry Williams of 
Stoke, Coventry, receiving 
a Spastics Pool first divi- 
dend cheque for £4,166 


‘LUCKY winner Mrs 
‘Martha Cameron of Gol- 
spie, Sutherland, with her 
‘Spastics Pool cheque for 
1£5,000. Her official collec- 
or Sheena Manson, 
automatically received a 
\- onus cheque for £250. 


i 


Achievement Award, 


Tom, aged 61, who is a 
esident in a Northumber- 
and Cheshire Home, never 
Went to school and is 
en lirely self-educated. He 
learnt to read and write 
with the help of his older 
ie When his parents 
= he had to go into 
Spital where he made use 
is literary talents by 
ting the hospital maga- 
- Tom took up writ- 


d 
‘i. 
5 
f 


from the Lord Mayor of 
Coventry, Coun Harry 
Richards. Harry, who is 
married with three grown- 
up children, retired from 
the National Westminster 
oe in aot te 


MR Andrew Urqhuart 
(left), chairman of the St 
Peter’s Hospice Appeal. 
receiving a Good Neigh- 
bours Trust cheque for 


£1,000 from trustee Mr 
Geoffrey Arter. Home 


the age of 40 and has since 
contributed to many 


aacineal newspapers and 
magazines. 
His job as_ associate 


editor on Disabled Writers 
Quarterly will be to assess 
the standards of contribu- 
tions from physically 
handicapped writers in 
England, Scotland and 
Eire. The magazine will 
have its circulation in 
Canada, USA and the UK 
and the editor, Samuel 


MRS Mabel Worsley of 
Kirk Michael, Isle of Man, 
receiving a first dividend 
cheque for £1,428 from 
area supervisor, Laurie 


Watterson, at the Prospect 
Hotel in Douglas. Joining 


care programmes and resi- 
dential hospices exist 
throughout the country. 
St Peter’s is the first in the 
Bristol area. So far, the 
appeal has raised just over 
£100,000 towards its target 
of £256,000. 


| New role for prizewinning 
writer Tor 


MR Tom Gair, a prizewinner in both last year’s 
Re etics Society’s literary contest and also the 
is to be associate editor 
of a new international literary magazine for 
Physically disabled writers. 


Miller from Montreal, 
hopes the magazine will be 
eligible for a grant from 
the Canadian Government 
in 1981, the Year of the 
Disabled Person. 

Disabled Writers Quarterly 
is seeking short stories, poems 
and plays and any physically 
handicapped person is_ wel- 
come to submit contributions. 

Tom Gair cannot accept res- 
ponsibility for unsolicited con- 
tributions but he will do his 
best to ensure that they will be 
returned to the sender if not 
accepted, provided that they 
are accompanied by a self- 
addressed and stamped enve- 
lope. Contributions must be 
original, preferably ty pe- 
written in double spacing, and 
should be sent to Mr Tom 
Gair, Northumberland Che- 
shire Home, Matfen Hall, 
Matfen, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE20 ORH. 
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in the celebrations were 
several Spastics Pool col- 
lectors, including Mrs 
Dorothy Quayle who, as 
Mabel’s official collector, 
received a bonus cheque 
for £71.43. 


MR Harold Dale of Fal- 
mouth, Cornwall, receiving 
a first dividend cheque for 
£1,000 from the Mayor of 
Falmouth, Mrs Oli 


MR Ivor Wall of Mutley, 
Devon, receiving a divi- 
dend cheque for £1,111 
from comedian Norman 
Wisdom, who was appear- 
ing in pantomime in 


Robinson 


A £500 GOOD Neighbours 
Trust donation was made 
to the mini-bus fund at 
Fleming. Fulton School in 
Belfast. As our picture 
shows, the: mini-bus has 
now been purchased, and 
Mrs Brown, an _ active 


White. Harold and wife 
Jean (right), intend putting 
the money away for a rainy 
day. Also pictured is 
Spastics Pool supervisor 
William White. 


Crusoe at the 
Palace Theatre. Ivor’s win 
could not have come at a 
better time, as his only 
daughter is getting mar- 
ried in April. 
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member of the school’s 
Parents Association, is 
seen with her two children, 
Ellen and George, and 
Spastics Pool supervisor, 
Chris Robson, proudly dis- 
playing a facsimile of the 
Trust’s cheque. 


Cookery 


WHOLE STUFFED 
CABBAGE (serves 4) 


1 x 2lb loose-leafed cabbage 
ilb raw home-produced beef, 
minced, 
1 small onion, or 4 salad 
onions, finely chopped 
20z home-produced butter 
1 level teaspoon curry powder 
1 tablespoon tomato sauce 
Salt and pepper 
20z fresh white breadcrumbs 
1 British egg, beaten 
Trim outer leaves from cab< 
bage. Hollow out the stalk. 
Cook whole in boiling salted 
water for 10 minutes, drain, 
Gently peel back the outside 
leaves, exposing the heart. 


Remove the heart of the cab- 
soup for 


bage and use in 


EH 


another occasion. Melt half 
the butter, fry onion, gently, 
until soft, all beef, seasonings, 
breadcrumbs, egg and sauce. 
Pile this mixture into the 
centre of the cabbage and 
carefully rearrange the leaves 
over the stuffing. Place on a 
large piece of kitchen foil. 
Melt remaining butter and 
brush this well over the cab- 
bage. Loosely wrap foil round 
to make a parcel and bake at 
350 deg F, Mark 4, for 50 
minutes. Cut info wedges and 
serve with a_ thick brown 
gravy. 


PeUMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 


LTD 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 


Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 
TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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SEVENTEEN - year - old 
Sharon Hoare, from Tam- 
worth, is a pupil at the 
Society’s Dene College, 
where her means of com- 
munication is by an Elec- 
traid typewriter, operated 
by two foot pedals. 

During the holidays, Fow- 
ever, Sharon, who has no 
speech, finds herself siraaded at 
home, having to use sign lan- 
guage and poring through 
through books to point out the 
words she wants fo use. So 
her parents, Geoffrey and 
Shirley Hoare, opened a fund 
for Sharon to haye = an 
Electraid of her own. 

Local schools and youth 
clubs in the Tamwert harea 
have been so enthusiastic in 
running events that in less 
than a month the fund has 
reached its target of £1,000 to 
buy Sharon’s Electraid. 

“Its beyond ovr wildest 
dreams. We never expected that 
the money would be raised so 
quickly,’ said Mrs Hoare. 
“But we're going to carry on 
with all the other events we 
had planned and nse the money 
that is left over to buy some 
other piece of equipment for 
another handicapped person.” 


£3.45 
PER 100 PENS 
(VAT PAID) 
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Pierre thanks the Bedel Wheelers team after their display. 


PIERRE the Clown is pic- 
tured on a visit to Bedels- 
ford School, the day school 


for handicapped children 
in Grange Road, Kingston- 
upon-Thames, te give one 
of his entertaining talks on 
road safety. 

Pierre has travelled the 
country for the past 20 
years preaching safety to 
children while making 
them laugh. And _ after 
entertaining the Bedels- 
ford School, their wheel- 
chair dancing team, 
dressed as Smurfs, returned 
the compliment by giving 
Pierre a display of their 
talents. The team, known 
as the Bedel Wheelers, 
represented England in a 
friendly contest against 
similar wheelchair teams 
from Scotland and Wales 
last year. 

Pierre Picton, who 
learned his art from the 
great clown Coco, is a vice- 
president of the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics. 
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TOP QUALITY PENS 


Diestamped with 30 Gold Letters and Spaces 
% STANDARD CHARGE 


POST & PACKING 
80 PENCE 


Minimum order for pens 200 
DIARIES ALSO AVAILABLE 


ORDERS DESPATCHED SAME DAY 
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Supplied to the UK only 
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Jaugh from his “victim.” 


EMPLOYEES at the work- 
centre for spastics belong- 
ing to the Portsmouth and 
District Spastics Society are 
now producing — regular 
editions of their own maga- 


zine, called Wheelchair 
Express. 
Says Mrs June Dunk, the 


centre’s manageress: “We 
believe this is the first time 
a spastics’ group has pro- 
duced its own magazine 
from start to finish and we 
are delighted.” 


Picture by 


The News, Portsmouth 


Pierre the Clown tries out his big 


ti 


comb — and raises a 


ALL set for a star ride 
».. its destination, Col- 
wall Court, the holiday 
home run by the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics, 
for this bright red space- 
ship kiddy ride donated by 
the children of Ippleden 
Primary School, Devon. 

Headmaster Mr Alan 
Vickery hands over the 
spacecraft to Leslie Crow- 
ther, SOS Vice-Chairman 
and former Chairman of 
Colwall Court manage- 
ment committee. 

The children’s gift also 
eared a jar with £15 
worth of 5p pieces to pa 
for the vides. * ee 
Picture by the Herald 


Express, Torquay. 


NINE - year-old Henry 
Collier from Billericay who 
has little use in either his 
hands or feet due to cere- 
bral palsy, wrote to the 
Jim’ll Fix It television 
programme about his 
dream: of wanting to ride a 
horse. 

Six riding lessons later 
Henry found himself not 
only being filmed for the 
Jim’ll Fix It programme by 
BBC television cameras, 
but also taking part in a 
special display in front of 
HRH Princess Anne, who 


is Patron of the Riding 
for the Disabled Associa- 
tion. 

Princess Anne was Visit- 
ing New Hall Riding for 
the Disabled Group in 
Boreham as part of a 
nationwide tour of riding 
schools for the disabled. 

So as well as his Jim/’ll 
Fix It badge, Henry is also 
the pxoud possessor of 
another memento of his 
royal ride, a commemora- 
tive rosette. 

Picture by Evening Echo, 
Southend en Sea 


Exodus calms fears of 
parents on Jay Report 


PARENTS need to be 
reassured about the 
Jay Report, says 
Exodus, the campaign 
to bring handicapped 
children out of long 
stay hospitals. 


Many parents, says 
Exodus, have been worried 
and badly informed about 
the implications of the Jay 
Report which, Exodus 
says, is a blueprint for the 
development of varied 
residential care with a 
changed form of staff 
training, rather than a call 
for the closure of mental 
handicap hospitals. 


Exodus, which ~is sup- 
ported by organisations 
such as The  Spastics 
Society, the National 
Society for Mentally 
Handicapped Children, 
MIND, the Campaign for 
the Mentally Handicapped 
as well as Kith and Kids, 
says it would be helpful if 
the Department of Health 
or a responsible voluntary 
organisation could send out 
to parents a fuller sum- 
mary than the one which 
appeared when the Jay 
Report was first published. 
That way, says Exodus, 
parents would be better 
informed and would not 
continue to misinterpret the 
Jay proposals, 

Exodus has just brought 
out their own document— 
“Residential Care of Men- 
tally Handicapped Child- 
ren — The Case for Jay,” 
in which it makes the fol- 
lowing comments: 


‘ris (e 


“Some older parents who 
have adult sons and daugh- 
ters living in mental handi- 
cap hospitals are express- 
ing misgivings about the 
Jay Report proposals. 
Their negative response to 
the report is the inevitable 
reaction of older parents 
who have suffered from a 
history of bad services. 
Their anxieties about pos- 
sible changes in the 
development of residential 
care are based, very sadly, 
on the negative philosophy 
of ‘the devil you know is 
better than the devil you 
don’t know’; after many 
years they have come to 
terms with the idea of hos- 
pital care as a way of life 
for their sons and daugh- 
ters, because they have no 
experience or knowledge 
about the possibility of 
improved community ser 
vices. 

“Some of these parents 
are afraid that an accepl- 
ance of the Jay Report 
recommendations is going 
to mean a sudden closure 
of mental handicap hospi- 
tals and the return of their 
adult sons and daughters 
to their family doorsteps. 
This ill-informed idea 
of what the report is saying 
has created a sense of 
insecurity in some 
Parents, especially those 
who are elderly and 
widowed.” 

Dr 
Minister 


needs 
immediately. 


ha 
t 


Gerard Vaughan, 
of Health, has © 
commented that the Jay 
Report is not a report that 
to be acted on 


{ 
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.~ 


ita z. Wa £ ib aan th 2 
_ FEBRUARY 1980 


ey 
Ve 
+ 


annual Oxford 
Conference of the 
- International Cerebral 


Palsy Society will be 


held next month, with 
the emphasis this year 


on campaigning for the 
_ handicapped. 


The seminar’s director, 


_. Mrs Anita Loring, says: “I 
_ have managed to 
together people who are 


draw > 


expert in campaigning 
in various. different ways 


and since the 1980s will 


residents 


marry 


ALL Saints Church, Dares- 
bury, Nr Warrington, was 


_ the scene of the wedding of 


Ronald Eddie and Chris- 
tine Acland, both residents 
of the Society’s Daresbury 
Hall centre. 


The bride was given by 
Mr T. Smith and wore a 
white polyester satin dress 
which had been made by 
Mrs Vera Harrison, the 
centre’s seamstress. Mrs 
Rosemary Hoyle, care 
assistant, was responsible 
for the beautiful floral 
arrangements. Miss Linda 
Acland and Miss Margaret 
Wilson were bridesmaids: 


the best man was Mr K. 


Eddie, the Rev S. Beckett 
officiated and Mr F. Law- 
renson (organist) accom- 
panied the choir. 

Following the service, a 
reception was held at the 
centre, after which the 
bride and groom. were 
taken to their new home, 
one of the Cyncoed Flats 
at Cardiff which are run by 
The Spastics Society. 

Ronald, who comes 
from Walthamstow, Lon- 
done, has been at Dares- 
bury Hall for 20 years, 
whilst Christine, who is a 
native of Ellesmere Port, 
Cheshire, has been at the 
centre for 34 years. 

They had spent two days 

in Cardiff recently with 
Pippa Cope, social worker, 
choosing furniture and soft 
furnishings for their new 
flat. 
Many friends gathered 
to wave goodbye as the 
happy couple left the 
centre. 


'Spider-bus 


SHEFFIELD and Rotherham 
Spastics Society now has its 
own Spider-bus, a specially 
equipped 12-seater minibus 
provided from_ the funds 
‘raised by Sheffield students’ 
rag, and which carries their 
spider emblem. 


no dou bt have their 
fair share of social injus- 
tices, economic erises and 
disasters creating ever 
larger groups of disadvan- 
taged people it is im- 
portant and urgent that we 
discuss ways of getting our 
message over. It is some- 
times not fully understood 
that proper use of all forms 
of communication can 
greatly help our cause, 
often at very little cost.” 
The conference is being 
held at University College 
between March 24-28. 
Anyone interested in 


attending the conference 
should contact Mrs Loring 
at the ICPS, 5a Netherhall 


Gardens, London NW3 
SRN, as soon as possible. 
Closing date is March 1, 
and the full cost, including 
registration fee, seminar 
dinner and all other meals 
and accommodation, is 
£65. 

The following have already 
agreed to speak at the meeting: 
Why campaign? — James 
Loring, Director, The Spastics 
Society, UK. President, ICPS. 
Campaigning for mentally 
handicapped people — Alan 


_ Tyne, Research and Informa- 


A LEICESTERSHIRE 
schoolboy, Adrian Free- 
man, of Coalville, has 
shown a fund - raising 
flair ahead of his 12 
years, and like Marks 
and Spencer he started 
off in the market-place. 

Adrian’s idea was to 
run not just a stall but 
a whole market, and 


helpers, all like himself 
the children of members 
of the Coalville and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society, 
raised £344 in just two 
hours. 


SPONSORED fundraising events have been getting the 
thumbs down recently (see reader’s letter in January 
Spastics News). But Class 4C from Larkfield Junior 
School, Southport, recently organised some socially useful 


and litter. 


sponsorship which combined the collecting of both loot 


The childrea went on a sponsored litter collection 


‘Magnificent’ 
marketing 


with the aid of 10 young | 


His mother, Mrs Enid 
Freeman, a _ founder 
member of the Coalville 
Society said: “Adrian 
has always helped at 
our money-raising 
efforts in the -past, but 
said he wanted to do 
something on his own. 
His helpers ranged in 
age from six to 13.” 

The children collec- 
ted every kind of 
marketable commodity 
and then looked after 
the stalls while the 
Society’s members kept 
an eye on proceedings. 


tion Officer, Campaign for the 
Mentally Handicapped. BBC 
policy towards minority 
interests and towards _ the 
handicapped—Kevin Mulhern, 
journalist and _ presenter of 
BBC’s “Does he take sugar?” 
a programme devoted to the 


handicapped. Charities and 
advertising — Malcolm 
Robertson of George Hynes 


and Partners, Advertising 
Agents. Help-line, an advice 
referral service financed by 
Capital Radio — Peter Kilgar- 
riff, Deputy Organiser, Help- 
line. The politics of change — 
Adriano Milani Comparetti, 
Immediate Past President, 
ICPS ;a leading figure in the 
programme of integrating the 


disabled into the community of 
Florence. The Telephon: how 
to raise 15 million dollars in 
21 hours — Ethel Hausman, 
Phyllis Barchas, Norman Kim- 
ball from United Cerebral 
Palsy Association, New York. 

The “Save a Baby” cam- 
paign of The Spastics Society, 
UK — introduced by James 
Loring. Trade unions and the 
industrial health of pregnant 
women — Ann Dillon. Health 
education and the rubella cam- 
paign — Mary Holland. 
Fund-raising and the campaign 
— Michael Brophy. 

The role which departmental 
reports play in change — 
Peggy Jay, JP, chairman, com- 
mittee of inquiry into mental 


Daresbury The pull of puppets 


For raising funds... 


PUPPETS have a lot of 


‘pull-when it comes to fund- 


raising, as Mrs Elizabeth 


.Greaney of. the Worthing 


and Littlehampton District 
Spastics Society has shown. 
Mrs Greaney, who made 
her first puppet for her five- 
year-old grandson from a 
pattern in a women’s 
magazine, says: “When I 
made a whole family of 
scarecrows for the spastics’ 
event I was quite amazed 
at the way people went 
overboard for them.” 
Picture by 
Worthing Gazette 
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-ampaigning theme for Oxford Seminar 


mB ,dHE 


nursing and care. 
“Why are waiting?” The 
problems af inmplementing 
research findings — Maureen 
Oswin, Thomas Coram 
Research Unit; author of many 
books ineluding Children 
Living in Long-Stay Hospitals. 
The role of the Press in cam- 
paigning for the handicapped 
— Ronald Lacey, social 
worker/psycotherapist; adviser 
to Mind; regular contributor 
to The Guardian and broad- 
caster; author of Children’s 
Rights. Followed by an open 
debate introduced by Maureen 
Oswin, Ronald Lacey and 
Marjorie Wallace, Social Ser- 
vices Correspondent of The 
Sunday Times. 


handicap 


Cyril and Alice 
help our skiers 


WELL-known broadcaster 
Cyril Fletcher, famous in 
steam-radio days for his 
own. original Odd Odes, 
reads aloud the story of 
Alice in Wonderland by 
Lewis Carroll on a new 
LP/cassette on the Zima 
label. Proceeds. from the 
sale of the LP and cassette, 
price £3.99, will go towards 
the Uphill Ski Club, set up 
by The Spastics Society to 
encourage physically 
handicapped people to 
enjoy the experience of 
ski-ing. 


For education 


in the wheelchair is to 


show able-bodied children. 


in the United States that 
handicapped youngsters 
need companionship, too. 


Picking up the litter — and the loot 


devised by their class teacher with the assistance of the 
chief engineer responsible for the local authority's 


cleaning department. 


Class 4C raised £60 for Ellerslie Court Holiday 
Home for Spastics; they did a study of refuse collection, 
disposal and reeyeling; and what's more they collected 
a certificate from the Keep Britain Tidy organisation for 


their efforts. 


THE purpose of the puppet 


_ Shoes. 


Puppet Mark, one of the 
many handicapped charac- 


ters in “Kids on_ the 
Block,” an American pup- 
pet troupe, has cerebral 
palsy but it doesn’t stop 
him making friends with 
Melody James. 

Mark and Melody are 
child size puppets who 
wear real children’s cloth- 
ing and real children’s 
“And their life-like 
representation is one 
reason why children talk 
directly to them,” says 
Barbara Aiello, the 
puppeteer, whe is a former 
teacher of handicapped 
children, are 


The Uphill Ski Club has 
shown by the success of its 
past three holidays that 
ski-ing is a perfeetly viable 
activity for those with 


cerebral palsy. Holiday- 
makers have _ achieved 
recognised ski-ing _—_ stan- 


dards as laid down by both 
British and Italian Ski 
Federations, and balance ~ 
and co-ordination abilities 
have improved, along with 
confidence. 

The Uphill Ski Club’s 
fourth trip takes place in 
Aprica, Italy, from March 
1-8 and frem March 8-15, 
1980. Any spastic person 
over the age of 12 is 
eligible to apply, provided 
they can meet the following 
criteria: ability to stand on 
one leg at a time; the 
ability to walk at least 400 
yards unaided; the ability 
to be able to pick oneself 
up from the ground un- 
aided; independence for 
personal care. 

The cost of the holiday 
will be in the region of 
£156. 

Further inquiries to. Miss 
Rosemary Kite, Assistant 
Holidays Officer, The Spas- 
tics Society, 2a Conway 
Street, London WIP SHE. 
Tel 01-636 5020 ext 138. 


Your free 
announcements 


VIRTUALLY new and 
unused Newton “Elan” 
wheelchair for sale with 
two extra battery boxes. 
Price £350 ono. Please 
contact R.-€. Osborne, 
The Bedford Spastics 
Centre, 34 St John’s Road, 
Buxton, Derbyshire. 


WANTED: Gimson Mark 
Two wheelchair lift, for 
spastic age 26. Any infor- 
mation to: 67 Ringway, 
Bolton on Dearne, Rother- 


ham. South Yorkshire 
S62 SDA. 
aa. 
GEMMA = (disabled / able- 


bodied lesbians) first quarterly 
meeting in 1980 is on Satur- 
day, February 9, 2-6 pm, at 
48 Boundary Road, London 
NWS. All interested women 
welcome. Organisers cannot 
offer help with transport but 
can offer financial help te dis- 
abled women for cab fares if 
unable to.use public transport. 
Please write to Gemma, BM 
Rox 5700, Londom WCIV 6XX. 
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® LUNCH at the most famous mo 


— gave these two spastic 


sisters, Christine and Beverley, the chance to meet the stars from their favourite serial. 


Special day for appealing 


A guide through 
red tape jungle 
on that butter 

mountain... 


ONE sure way to distinguish butter from margarine 
is by the amount of red tape wrapped round the 
package! 

Coming to grips with the European butter 
mountain could be like sliding down a slippery 
slope. But the Supplies Officer of The Spastics 
Society knows which side his bread is buttered 
and seems to have got the EEC regulations off pat, 
with the result that Spastics Society schools and 
centres have been amongst the earliest “eligible 
consumers” to take advantage of the cheap rate 
allowed to residential homes for the handicapped 
and other similar non-profit making establish- 
ments, 

According to EEC regulations, the “interven- 
tion” butter as it’s called, is held in 561b or 25 kilo 
cartons in commercial cold stores, a quantity too 
large for many residential establishments. How- 
ever even if the regular supplier can’t produce the 
goods another distributor may be found through 
the local office of the Intervention Board for 
Agricultural Produce. Adequate records must be 
kept concerning the use of the butter and needless 
to say there are numerous forms to be digested. 

Concensus of opinion seems to be—yes, it is 
worth the trouble. The butter is good quality, 
cheap and English! 


You can help spastics by 
ordering a regular copy of. 


JSPASTICS 


only £120 tine. ordeal 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 


Please send until further notice ta the mame and address below the 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription rate of 


£1.20 including postage, starting with the Mt psecetPervicseortsiotectsnen, ESSUSs 
! enclose a cheque/postal order for £1.20 


Name and Address ........ 
(Block capitals please) 
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Send to Circulation Assistant, 
Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4QE- 


@ THIS was Tina when 
Society’s appeal. 


she “starred” in the 


Probe on the people who 
‘lost their wheels’ 


RESULTS: of a survey 
conducted among 3,000 
severely disabled people to 
assess the problems they 
have encountered since the 
Government withdrew 
production of the invalid 
trike four years ago were 
due to be announced at a 
press conference on Tues- 
day, February 5, as Spastics 
News went to press. 

The Replacement Speci- 
alised Vehicle Project 
(RSVP) was formed in 
February 1979 to focus 
attention on the problems 
of providing suitable and 
safe independent means of 


‘transport for severely dis- 


able people. 


It has become rapidly 
obvious that a large number of 
people who have a measure of 
independence through their 
invalid tricycles cannot drive 
the sort of adapted production 
vehicles capable of being 
financed through the Mota- 
bility Scheme, declares 
RSVP, Equally, the - Mota- 
bility Allowance does not 
provide for a replacement for 
the invalid tricycle, the 
organisation believes, Some 
severely disabled people have 
thus “lost their wheels” and 
have been left helpless between 


the two new forms of provi- 


sion; a drive to solve one 
problem can be seen, unfor- 


tunately, to have created 
another, 
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Day a dream 


eame true at 


LUNCH at Crossroads, the most famous motel in the | 


Crossroads | 


country, was a dream come true for two handicapped | 
sisters, Beverley and Christine Bates of Smethwick, Weg } 


Midlands. 
Their mother, Mrs 
Brenda Bates, made the 


dream a possibility when 
she attended a _ charity 
auction and made the 
highest bid of £26 to win 
a meal for two at the TV 
motel. Beverley, 16, and 
Christine, 15, who are 
great fans of Crossroads 
were given autographed 
pictures of all the cast. 


When Mrs Bates wrote 
to Spastics News about the 
visit to Crossroads, her 
letter was so interesting and 
informative that, with her 
permission, we reproduce it 
here: 


Both were 


my daughters 


Tina 
FROM a tiny girl Tina 
Clement treasured the 
dream of being a brides- 
maid, and a cousin always 
promised that she would 
if ever he got married. 
But when the moment 
came he changed his mind, 
and Tina, who is_ so 
severely handicapped that 
she is confined to a wheel- 
chair, was desperately dis- 
appointed. 

The girl who babysat for 
the Clement family at the 
time, was so moved by 
Tina’s distress. that she 
vowed that Tina would 
one day be her bridesmaid, 
even though she was not 
then courting. 


Dream 


That was four years 
ago and in April, a dream 
will come true for Tina 
when she follows Lesley 
Ford down the aisle of 
Haslemere Methodist 
Church, Surrey. 


Tina, now 10, featured 
in the Society’s 1978 
Christmas mailing appeal. 
She attends a physically 
handicapped unit of a day 
school in Surrey. 


Her mother, Barbara, 
said: “It has always been 
a dream that Tina would 
be a bridesmaid. What is 
so marvellous is that Lesley 
kept her word. 


“There. will be — four 
bridesmaids altogether, the 
oldest one will push Tina 
in her wheelchair and the 
two little ones will walk 
either side of her, all in 
pale mauve with mauve 
flowered headdresses and 
carrymg white lace dolly- 
bags.” 

And when it comes to 
the wedding photography 
Tina is determined to 
stand — already with the 
aid of an Amesbury walker 
in one hand and her 
mother holding her other 
arm she can manage half- 
a-dozen paces. And Les- 
ley Ford’s wedding day 
will be the happiest of 
young Tina’s life, 


Beverley, who | 


t 


born . spastic. 
has a twin brother, will be 17 
in June, aud Christine will] hg | 
16 in July. ua 
Beverley also had a heart | 
complaint and had to haye gq 
heart operation at the age of 
15 months. So you’ ¢ay 
imagine what a shock it was 
for.me 13 months after, to haye 
another little girl who wag 
also a spastic. I can remem. 
ber coming back from the 
specialist having been  ftolg 


-that Christine was more dis. 


abled than Beverley. I sat 
down and kept saying “Why | 
me?” [ haye always Ioyed | 
children and always wanted 
large family. I sat down and | 
broke “my heart crying—they | 
locked at all three of my 
babies. | 

On the radio the Bachelors | 
record “I Wouldn't Change! 
You For The World” was on, | 
I dried my tears and from 
that day on have always done 
my best for them. At first it) 
was very hard work, {[} 
seemed to live at hospitals, 


Marvellous 
When Christine was 24 years \ 
old and Beverley 34 years old) : 
they went to Carlson Hous. f 
Day School for Spasties in 


Birmingham which is a won 
derful school. They were 
given so much help and en 
couragement, the staff were 
always marvellous. Although 
both girls have now left the 
school, the social yorker still 
visits me and gives support to 
us. Beverley’s first — school 
repori, at the age of four years, 
said: “Her concern for ethers 
is unique in one so young.” 

She had already learnt to| 
help her own _ sister, even 
though she herself couldn't 
walk. She has gone to special 
schools and last year went to 
St James Palace to  meel 
Princess Anne because of her 
efforts at school. She always 
has had the thoughtfulness and 
ability to help others and is 
now at College studying it 
social work. 


Happy 


Christine leaves school it 
July and as you can see by the 
photograph is always happy: 
We now have a younger boys) 
aged 11 years, I feel that hey> 
and his brother have gained 4) 7 
lot in having two handicapped 
sisters; they feel for hand | 
capped people and help whell | 
they can, . 

Both myself and __ theif 
father certainly wouldtl 
change them for the world. 
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